
Minimum Immunization Requirements Entering a Child Care Facility or School in Illinois, Fall 2020 
 

Vaccine Requirement Child Care Facility, Preschool,  
Early Childhood,  

Pre-Kindergarten Programs 

Kindergarten through 12th Grade Minimum Intervals Allowed  
Between Doses and Other Options for 

Proof of Immunity 
First Entry into School 

(Kindergarten or 1st Grade) 
Other Grades 

Diphtheria, Pertussis, 
Tetanus 

  

Three doses of DTP or DTaP by 1 
year of age. One additional 
booster dose by 2nd birthday. 

Four or more doses of 
DTP/DTaP with the last dose 
being a booster and received 
on or after the 4th birthday. 
 

Entering 6th grade, for students > 
age 11, one dose of Tdap. 

Minimum interval between series 
doses: 4 weeks (28 days). 
 
Between series and booster: 6 months.  
 
No proof of immunity allowed. 
 

Three or more doses of 
DTP/DTaP or Td; with the last 
dose qualifying as a booster if 
received on or after the 4th 
birthday. 

Polio Two doses by 1 year of age. One 
additional dose by 2nd birthday. 
 
Three doses for any child 24 
months of age or older 
appropriately spaced.  

Four dose series with the last dose administered on or after the 4th 
birthday.  
 
 

Minimum interval between series 
doses: 4 weeks (28 days). 
 
4th dose at least 6 months after 
previous dose  
 
No proof of immunity allowed. 
 

Measles One dose on or after the 1st 
birthday. 

Two doses of measles vaccine, the first dose must have been 
received on or after the 1st birthday and the second dose no less 
than 4 weeks (28 days) later. 

Proof of prior measles disease shall be 
verified with date of illness signed by a 
physician or laboratory evidence of 
measles immunity.  A diagnosis of 
measles disease made by a physician 
on or after July 1, 2002 must be 
confirmed by laboratory evidence. 

Rubella One dose on or after the 1st 
birthday. 

Two doses of rubella vaccine, the first dose must have been 
received on or after the 1st birthday and the second dose no less 
than 4 weeks (28 days) later. 

Laboratory evidence of rubella 
immunity. 

Mumps One dose on or after the 1st 
birthday 

Two doses of mumps vaccine, the 1st dose must have been 
received on or after the first birthday and the second dose no less 
than 4 weeks (28 days) later. 

Proof of prior mumps disease shall be 
verified with date of illness signed by a 
physician or laboratory evidence of 
mumps immunity. 

Haemophilus influenzae 
type b (Hib) 

 

Proof of immunization that 
complies with the ACIP 
recommendation for Hib 
vaccination.  
 

Children 24 to 59 months of age who have not received the primary 
series of Hib vaccine, according to the Hib vaccination schedule, 
shall show proof of receiving one dose of Hib vaccine at 15 months 
of age or older. 
 
Any child five years of age or older shall not be required to provide 
proof of immunization with Hib vaccine. 

No proof of immunity allowed. 



 
Invasive Pneumococcal 

Disease 
Any child entering a childcare facility or school program below the kindergarten level shall show proof of 
immunization that complies with ACIP recommendations for PCV. 
 
Children 24 to 59 moths of age who have not received the primary series of pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine, according to the recommended vaccination schedule, shall show proof of receiving one dose of 
pneumococcal vaccine after 24 months of age. 
 
Not required after 5th birthday (60 months of age). 

Refer to ACIP PCV series schedule. 
No proof of immunity allowed. 

Hepatitis B Three doses, the first two doses 
shall have been received no less 
than four weeks (28 days) apart.    
Third dose must have been 
administered on or after 6 months 
of age (168 days). 

Three doses series in accordance with ACIP guidance.   
 

Minimum intervals between doses: 
First and second-at least 4 weeks (28 
days), second and third-at least 2 months 
(56 days), first and third-at least 4 
months (112 days) 
 
Proof of prior or current infection, if 
verified by laboratory evidence, may be 
substituted for proof of vaccination.  
 

Varicella 
 

One dose on or after 1st birthday. Two doses of varicella; The first dose must have been on or after the 1st 
birthday and the 2nd dose no less than 4 weeks (28) days later. 
Two doses of varicella for students entering all grades. 

Proof of prior varicella disease shall be 
verified with:  
1) date of illness signed by a physician; or  
2) a health care provider's interpretation 
that a parent's or legal guardian's 
description of varicella disease history is 
indicative of past infection; or  
3) laboratory evidence of varicella 
immunity. 

Meningococcal Disease 
(progressive requirement) 

No Requirements. No Requirements. Applies to students entering 6th – 

11th grades: one dose of 
meningococcal conjugate vaccine. 
 
12th grade entry: two doses of 
meningococcal conjugate vaccine. 
 

Minimum intervals for administration:  
For 6th grade entry: the first dose 
received on or after the 11th birthday. 
 
For 12th grade entry: second dose on or 
after the 16th birthday and an interval of 
at least eight weeks after the first dose.  
 
Only one dose is required if the first dose 
was received at 16 years of age or older.  
 
No proof of immunity allowed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notes: 
Students attending ungraded school programs must comply in accordance with grade equivalent. 
 
Within the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations, vaccine doses given up to four days before minimum interval or age can be 
counted as valid.  However, this does not apply to intervals between live vaccines.  Live vaccines shall not be given fewer than 28 days after receipt of a prior live 
vaccine. 
  
Compliance with the School Code  
 A child shall be considered in compliance with the health examination and immunization requirement in Section 27-8.1 of the School Code if all applicable 
immunizations that a child can medically receive are given before entering school and a signed statement from a health care provider is presented indicating 
when the remaining medically indicated immunization will be administered within the current school year.  Local school authorities shall monitor immunization 
schedules to assure their completion.  If a child is delinquent for a scheduled appointment for immunization, he or she is no longer considered to be in 
compliance.  
 
Resources: 
IDPH Immunization Webpage 
Child and Student Health Examination and Immunization Code  
Immunization Schedules 
CDC Immunization Webpage 
ACIP Vaccine Recommendations and Guidelines 
Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases-The Pink Book  
Ask the Experts 
 
Sources:  
Title 77, Part 665 Child and Student Health Examination and Immunization Code 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
 

http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700665sections.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html
https://www.immunize.org/askexperts/

